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37 Rita Ave.

Nepean, Ont.

K2G 2G5

Toll Free – 1-866-749-3721

Local – (613) 228-7089

Fax : (613) 228-8373

Email: laverty@travel-net.com

Touch Football Ontario Managers and Members,

Just a few lines to once again welcome new and returning teams to another great season of touch football, summer sunshine and of course the competition and excitement of the Trillium Tour.

With our sizeable Trillium Tour and the Burlington Early Bird Tournament (May 3-4) just around the corner, good communications are essential.  With this in mind, I need all of our Team Managers to fill in completely and email or fax the attached Team Manager Contact Form which is also located on our web-site www.tfont.com to the TFO office ASAP .  If your team is not returning or you are no longer the team contact please contact the office using email or the above telephone numbers.   
The Trillium Tour in the upcoming 2003 season will return to the 2001 format regarding similar host sites, dates and locations with (5) Trillium tournaments namely Burlington, St. Catherine’s-Niagara, Kingston, Ottawa, and Unionville.  We also welcome our Women’s Touch Football teams back on the tour.  Teams wishing to guaranty entry in Provincials must attend at least three Trillium Tournaments with participation in at least one out of region tournament.  The Provincials (Trillium Cup) will be held in Unionville and the Nationals (Tournament of Champions) will be held in Ottawa.  All the above mentioned tournament dates, hotel information, registration, rosters, deadline entry fees, and much more required info have been updated and are now available under Trillium Tournaments on our web-site www.tfont.com.   Please remember the deadline for entering tournaments is always (3) weeks prior to the tournament date…..don’t be left getting your cheque and entry form into the office on time.  Most of the Trillium Tour teams send in their Trillium Tour Entry Form and post dated cheques for all tournaments they are interested in entering.  Make it easier on yourself, you can always cancel (3) weeks prior to the tournament.
The 2002 season and the Trillium Tour with 4 stops in Burlington, Unionville, Kingston and Ottawa offered teams a good selection of tournaments to attend.  Most of the draws were completely full with 48 team registrations. Quite expectedly our Men’s Committee was busy ranking new, revamped and existing teams endeavoring to provide close parity in all 4 tiers.  Results and rankings were posted throughout the season with a well done pictorial newsletter wrap-up of the season posted in our newsletter section.  Many thanks to all our Tournament organizers, our competent Officials Associations, our continuous working Men’s Committee, Our very busy office staff and the many volunteers who provided the support when called upon, allowing the past season to run so smoothly.

In December 2002 a very informal general meeting with tournament Organizers and Conveyors was held in Toronto to discuss the past year and prepare the groundwork for the upcoming 2003 season.   Agenda items included the Trillium Tour and the number of tournaments and locations including Provincials and Nationals. Women’s Touch Football on the tour, TFO finances, insurance and incorporation details were discussed.
It Should be mentioned that Jim Zolmolka from Flagmag.com invited Touch Football Ontario to participate in their World Cup 2003 in Freeport, Bahamas.  Russ Henderson and I put together a team with entry fee provided by Touch Football Ontario, as a pilot project for future exchanges between Canadian Touch Football and USA Flag Football events.  The World Cup event was a complete success story and was one we would undertake again with more cross representation from all the whole of our football community.  A complete written and pictorial report is available on our web-site at www.tfont.com. 
Touch Football Ontario continues to grow with new men’s leagues scheduled to join in Whitby, Ajax, Barrie and, Arnprior to go along with our (14) existing leagues.  Also the Toronto Touch Football League will start a new Women’s division this year.   If you know of a new start up league interested in joining Touch Football Ontario we can provide membership and insurance at premium rates. 
Touch Football Ontario would like to advertise your local league stats on say a monthly basis which could include pictures as well as individual and team award winners from the previous year.  Local tournaments could also be promoted.  Just email any and all information so we can post it on our web-site www.tfont.com  
We will be holding another Touch Football General Meeting (AGM) in Toronto in April.  I will post the date and agenda on our web-site.  Once the date is set I would ask that those intending to attend please email the office to advise of your attendance and allow us to prepare an appropriate size venue for the meeting.  If your concerns are just of a general nature such as rankings or rules etc. and you want to exchange information please contact the appropriate person listed under Touch Management Contacts on our web-site www.tfont.com  under Trillium Tour. 
Your Touch Football Ontario Management Group will again work to gather new membership, sponsorship, fund raising opportunities for our teams, and work with Quebec and other provinces to increase the visibility, competition and membership provincially and at the Tournament of Champions.

In closing I would once again like to stimulate the point that this association is yours. Everyone involved has a vested interest in the very welfare and continued excellence of the sport we endear. If you or someone you know can offer some time or expertise in any capacity such as computers, sponsorship, newsletters, committee participation, publicity, promotion, merchandise, awards, marketing, statistics, administration, field conveners, officials rules, clinics, youth programs, legal issues, accounting, touch liaison etc, I, and our football community would gratefully appreciate your contribution and support. As well, please feel free to convey any and all constructive ideas or suggestions.

Best Regards,

Ed Laverty,

President Touch Football Ontario (TFO) 


